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“F RERLIE 23S K AR E AP I BB o
A HBERESNEE:
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Bt TR N EBME, RERE RGWEN BORIE SRR ER B RETY
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On Croce's Aesthetic Concepis

Liu shu-hsien

Croce’s “Aesthetic as Science of Expression and General Linguistic” has long
~ been recognized as a modern classic in the field of aesthetic since its publication.
But, owing to its cryptic terminoclogy and special thinking approach quite contrary
to common senses, much misunderstanding arises, a clarification, henceforth, is
necessary. We propose to do this first by dividing his problems into five sections:

1 The nature of intuition. (Roughly corresponding to the contents of chs.I-1T)
The system of philosophy of spirit. ( chs. III-VIID)
Criticisms on several mistaken or inadequate aesthetic theories (chs.IX-XII)
Communication, externalization and appreciation. (chs. XIII-XVII)
Identity of aesthetic and general linguistic. (ch. XVIII)

And then carefully examined them one by one. After such a detailed researching
process, we think we are in a better position to judge his contributions to the
investigation of aesthetic problems. In our opinion, although Croce did not solve all

o1 R W

the aesthetic problems and we may disagree with him on many points, yet he did
suggest to us a good point of departure. Hence, in conclusion, We observe Croce’s
position in aesthetic is somewhat analogous to Kant’s position in epistemology, ie,
we ought to pass through him in order to surpass over him.



